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October 2015
October is here and it has already been a month of thrills and spills for footy fans, from the 
AFL and NRL finals to the Rugby World Cup.  
 
While excitement builds on the field, local investors could be forgiven for wishing they lived 
in less interesting times.   
 
Global sharemarkets have been volatile since late August on concerns about a slowing 
Chinese economy, global growth and the timing of the next interest rate move by the US 
Federal Reserve. Fed chair Janet Yellen surprised the markets in September by not lifting 
rates as anticipated. Yellen indicated the Fed still expects to raise rates this year, depending 
on ‘global economic and financial developments’.  
 
Local share investors have something to smile about though. Over the next few weeks $22 
billion in dividends will be paid out by Australian companies.  
 
According to online broker CommSec, 91 per cent of locally-listed companies chose to pay 
a dividend from their full year earnings and 85 per cent lifted or maintained dividends.
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